What is the Parent Council for?
The Breadalbane Academy Parent Council is there to give parents a voice in the running of the school, to support the school in achieving the highest possible standards, and promote contact and good relations between school and parents. 

Parent Councils are statutory bodies, provided for in the Scottish Schools Parental Involvement Act (2006). The act outlines four main functions for a Parent Council:

· supporting the school in its work with pupils:  this covers activities such as fund raising, helping with clubs and activities, helping the school draw up its development plan and so on. 
· representing the views of parents: it's the council's job to consult parents, listen to what you say and represent your views to the school. 
· promoting contact between school and parents: this could mean helping organise school events, building links with civic groups and generally helping parents get involved. 
· reporting to the parents: it's the council's duty to let you know what we're doing, why and with what results. That's what this website, among other things is for. 

Scottish Schools (Parental involvement) Act 2006 Guidance; a summary of S8 and S9(2) and S9(3). 
The 2006 act says clearly that “the Parent Council, as a statutory body, has the right to information and advice on matters which affect children’s education. In all cases, parents and the Parent Council can expect to influence decisions, to be listened to and be taken seriously”.

So if you want a say in the way Breadalbane Academy is run, if you like something, don't like something, want more of this or less of that, then the place to let the school know is in the Parent Council. 

Come along and give us a piece of your mind!
What the Parent Council isn't for

Some things are not normally, at least in the first instance, the business of the Parent Council. This is particularly true of anything that might touch upon confidential information about a teacher or pupil.

This is what the guidance on the Scottish Schools Parental Involvement Act (2006) has to say:

“In some circumstances, the extent to which a headteacher can offer advice and information may be restricted.
 For example, issues such as the education of an individual child, or the performance of an individual teacher, are not regarded as matters which would be discussed at the Parent Council. 

“Matters pertaining to individuals should be taken through the school’s usual arrangements for dealing with complaints or grievances. Where an issue falls out with the headteacher’s remit, for example, school closures, re-design of catchment areas etc., the Parent Council can make representations to the education authority.”
Scottish Schools (Parental involvement) Act 2006 Guidance; S11 (7)(b). 
That's not unreasonable. We wouldn't want our employers to discuss our performance records in public, in a minuted meeting, nor do teachers. The same is true for an individual child's educational or discipline records. 

In general, the Parent Council is there to represent you if you have something you want to say, or change, about the school's policies—for instance on uniform, discipline, the way Curriculum for Excellence is being implemented, and so on. 
If you have an issue with a named individual, teacher or pupil, the proper thing to do is to make a private appointment with the appropriate person in the school, for instance your child's form teacher, the head of department or the head teacher.
But that doesn't mean we won't help
If you feel you need help or support in putting your case to the school, we can be there for you. The Scottish Schools Parental Involvement Act (2006) says this:

“Discussions at Parent Council meetings should be open to the public, unless the matters to be discussed relate to issues which may impact upon the confidentiality of individuals or that of the school. In such cases, only members of the Parent Council and the headteacher and his or her representative are entitled to be present”.

Scottish Schools (Parental involvement) Act 2006 Guidance; S9(2) and S9(3). 
Get in touch with us privately. You can use the contact form on this website or the email address contact@breadalbaneparents.com. We'll listen to you, help you arrange and prepare for a meeting with the appropriate person at the school. And, if you want, one of us will do our best to be there as a neutral third-party at that meeting. 
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